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Morris Campus Student Association
University of Minnesota, Morris
Morris, Minnesota 56267

I.

II.

III.

IV.

V.

April 4, 2011
Roll Call
a. Thoma called the meeting to order at 6:00pm.
b. Granaas called roll. Representatives Felts, Bergantine, Gomez, and Just
were absent; Representatives Grunter, Forde, and Preston joined late.
For Action: Approve Agenda
a. McBride motioned to approve the agenda; second by Stemper.
b. Motion carried.
For Action: Approve Minutes
a. McBride motioned to approve the minutes from 03/21/11 Forum; second
by Earl.
b. Motion carried.
c. McBride motioned to approve the minutes from 03/28/11 Forum; second
by Earl.
d. Motion carried.
President’s Remarks
a. Next week, Forum will have a guest speaker regarding AmeriCorps.
b. Representatives are encouraged to share their comments regarding the
location of Forum meetings this year with McBride so future
administrations know what works best.
Guest Speaker: Dave Swenson
a. Dave discussed plans for changing the Dining Hall hours as well as the
new meal plans that will be available starting this fall. Meal plans were
designed to give students more student-friendly options. Dave explained
that the price per meal is not consistent for every block plan, but that this
is due to labor costs that must be incorporated into the prices of every
meal plan. There will be no significant changes in student employment.
Dave may look into marketing the less expensive meal plan to current
students living off-campus.
b. After a planned summer remodel, the Information Desk in the Student
Center will have a coffee bar that will offer specialty coffees with Caribou
Coffee, high-end pastries baked daily, and Grab-and-Go items. Moving
coffee and the simpler Grab-and-Go items makes the TMC area more
efficient. Sodexho is partnering with the Information Desk to make this
endeavor possible.
c. The Student Center is looking forward to a renovation of TMC, planned to
start after Thanksgiving Break 2011 and wrap up shortly after the
beginning of Spring 2012 semester. Orders will be placed at the register
and customers will receive a buzzer instead of having to wait in line.
There will be more made-to-order options and a deli bar. Beverages will
no longer be self-serve. The hours may change slightly.
d. Dave also announced a renovation of Louie’s Lower Level. The point of
Louie’s Lower Level was to create a student-friendly community and
atmosphere that makes the student center more than a hallway. Since it
hasn’t been utilized in its current state, a renovation is in order. A
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renovation will open up the area and offer more visibility, but also add
more small “nook-like” seating and working areas with better lighting and
a less industrial color scheme.
VI.
For Information: Tech Fee Presented by Secretary Sydney Sweep
a. Please note that what we determined here are only recommendations. The
Chancellor has the final say in the amount that we allocated.
b. The memo was sent to the Chancellor today with our recommendations.
Once approved, letters will be sent to the groups with their finalized
allocations.
VII. For Action: Tech Fee Recipient Resolution Brought Forth by Secretary
Greiman
a. McBride motioned to approve the Tech Fee Recipient Resolution; second
by Earl.
b. This allows us to gain valuable feedback about the technology we funded.
i. Huerta suggested asking what was granted and not just what was
purchased. McBride noted that this is a fluid document that we will
begin to edit and change if passed. This questionnaire is not a
requirement, but a request in order to gain valuable information.
ii. Mark Privratsky noted that we have access to proposals from past
years, but it’s not necessary to expect them to remember the details
when we have it on file.
iii. Matt Privratsky stated that this document is more of a follow-up,
not a step in the re-application process.
iv. Huerta motioned to add the question “Did you apply for Tech Fee
funds last year, and if so, how much?”; second by Ranelli.
1. Matt Privratsky stated that this would only be sent to those
who were allocated funds and who did, in fact, buy
something, so the amendment would be redundant.
2. Motion failed.
v. Wente supports the idea of a follow-up.
vi. Resolution passes.
VIII. For Information: Election Presented by Commissioner Mark Privratsky
a. Privratsky gave a demonstration of the online election ballot. Every fulltime student (according to the Registrar’s Office) will receive an email
from Mark Privratsky that will include a link to fill out the ballot. Petitions
of reason are shown on the voting screen. The election commission will
still look at all the votes.
b. If someone cannot find their email, Privratsky can manually add them to
the list but they must talk to him.
c. McBride requested that the election commission be thanked for their hard
work. MCSA elections should run smoothly because of them as well as
drawing in more voters than we’ve seen in the recent past.
IX.
For Information: Student Senate Update Presented by Mark Privratsky
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a. The student-release evaluation questions will be available online by midApril. These are questions important to students and we are quite excited
that they will finally be made available to us.
X.
For Information: Party Commission
a. We’ll be putting on an end of the year party and need help planning it.
b. Interested representatives will receive an email from McBride.
XI.
Organization Reports
a. Fair Labor Taskforce from MPIRG has a Fair Trade Week next week.
XII. Old Business
a. None
XIII. New Business
a. None
XIV. Adjourn
a. McBride motioned to adjourn the meeting; second by Huerta.
b. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:21pm.
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